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Town of Moretown 
Office of the SELECTBOARD 

 
Notice of unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 
Members present: John Hoogenboom, Rae Washburn III, Stephanie Venema, Paula 
Mastroberardino, Don Wexler arrived at 7:10 after attending a meeting in Waterbury 
Village for an update VTrans plans to replace the Moretown/Middlesex Route 2 bridge. 
 
Guests included:  Lizzie Mays, Scott & Jackie Sainsbury, Hoover Austin, Denise & Ben 
Sanders, Karen Horn, John Gallagher, Katie Jonas, Neal Ferenc, Craig Eilers, Steve 
Robbins, Don LaRocca, Gene Kazlow, Clark Amadon, Carl Wimble, Raymond Munn, 
Dennis Fekert, Vee Lynch, Bob & Bev McMullin, Ruth VanHeuven, Art Hendrickson, 
John Schmeltzer, Jay Pilliod, Eliza Walker, Sarah Zschau, Jack Byrne, Lee-Anne Martin, 
Cheryl Brown-clerk for the board 
 
John called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
 Lizzie Mays – came in to talk about clients from Upper Valley Services (UVS) 
walking around unattended.  Lizzie said she has four young daughters and she has 
concerns about UVS clients walking unattended around the area of her home so she 
thought she would come and talk with the Selectboard about it.   
 Paula said UVS management would be glad to come to a Selectboard meeting. 
 UVS will be invited to the August 4th meeting.   
 Lizzie said she and her husband also have concerns that the sand pile and 
equipment will be screened. 
 Hoover introduced himself as Clerk of the Works for the town garage project and 
said he would be glad to come to her home to talk about any concerns they have and to 
review the site plan and the project.   Hoover added that the new garage will be large 
enough to house all of the equipment. 
 
 Craig Eilers – stopped in briefly to express his support for the Selectboard’s 
decision to support the decision of the DRB 
 
 Lee-Anne Martin – stopped in to say that the speeding through town seems to 
have gotten worse and people are parking on the sidewalks making it difficult to stay off 
100B when walking or running.  Lee-Anne said it seems as though there is a lack of 
speed control.   
 John H. will call Washington County Sheriff’s Department and let them know of 
the complaint.   
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Unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 
Approval of minutes: 
 
 6/16/08 – Paula moved to approve the minutes of 6/16/08 with the following 
amendments – pg 5. Request for $750 balance of health insurance deductible – Paula 
wants it clarified that she did not approve the payment. Pg 7. Conflict of Interest – Paula 
wants it added that a reason to go into executive session would be for legal discussions 
that you do not want the opposing party to find out about…….. 
Rae seconded the motion.  John, Rae and Paula were in favor.  Stephanie abstained as she 
was absent for the 6/16 meeting.  Don was not present for this discussion. 
 
 6/23/08 – Paula moved to approve the minutes of 6/23/08 as written.  Rae 
seconded.  Rae, Paula and Stephanie approved.  John abstained as he was absent for the 
6/23 meeting.  Don was not present for this discussion. 
 
Town garage project – Hoover’s report: 
 

• The building is down as of today and should be cleaned up by Wednesday 
• E.F.Wall was chosen as the general contractor for the project and should have a 

final contract ready this week. Hoover said it looks like the E.F.Wall contract will 
be around $633,000 after a few items were amended.  Hoover will contact Rae 
when he sees the contract. 

• Holly Ward approved, and will forward a letter in writing, for the town to park 
some of our equipment on his land for four months so it is out of the way during 
the project.   

• A letter was received from Sandra Reagan of items she would like addressed by 
the Board in writing.  She wants a fence (similar to the Grandfield’s) installed and 
maintained by the town, a tree taken down on her property and a guarantee that 
her water supply will be protected.  Sandra also wanted a guaranteed price for 
paving her yard. Hoover will ask Sandra to strike the paving item from the 
agreement as the town is unsure at this time whether the town garage yard will be 
paved and with the petroleum prices, can not get a firm price.  Hoover doesn’t see 
any problem with the other three and will ask Sandra to amend the agreement for 
the Board to review for their consideration. 

• Howard Ferris’s backup water supply line currently under the concrete slab will 
be re-routed. 

• Hoover submitted a proposal for working as the representative of the board to 
assist with the coordination of the new town garage facility.  Compensation for 
this work will be $40 per hour and 50.5 cents per mile.  Hoover estimated, once 
the project is up and running, he will work 14-15 hours per week.  The Board 
approved the proposal as submitted. 

• Hoover presented the Board with an invoice for $499.19.  The invoice was 
reviewed and approved for payment.   
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Unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 

Rae moved to accept the proposal of Hoover Austin as submitted for $40 per hour 
with an estimated 14-15 hrs per week and to pay mileage at the rate of 50.5 cents per 
mile.  Paula seconded.  All were in favor.  
 Rae said Doug Reed will look into the salt shed grant application. 

Stephanie said she would help Doug with the application if he wants help. She 
would also like it if Hoover would talk with Tom Badowski to see if he will accept the 
town garage material at no charge.  

Hoover said Craig talked with Tom already, he will find out from Craig what 
Tom said.   
 
Memo from Amy Deutl re: financing the project 
 
 Rae moved to take out a Capital Improvement Note for a term not to exceed five 
years for an amount not to exceed $900,000.  Paula seconded.   
 Discussion:  
 The voters approved the article at Town Meeting but in order to bond for a term 
over five years, the warning needed to be published once per week for three consecutive 
weeks.  The warning was only published for one day.   
 There will be an article at the Primary Election Day on September 9th, asking the 
voters to approve bonding for a 20-year term for the article approved at March Town 
Meeting.   
 Amy will get information on a Capital Improvement Note to see if it can be used 
as a line of credit or if the entire $900,000 would have to be borrowed then paid back 
once the Bond Bank loan comes through next summer and if there are penalties for early 
payoff etc.   
 Amy will also investigate other loan options, such as a Bond Anticipation Note or 
Line of Credit and interest rates and what our payment might be in 2008. 
  Vote – All were in favor.  Don was not present for this discussion or vote. 
 
 E.F.Wall contract - Paula moved to allow Rae to sign the contract from E.F. 
Wall for the town garage project.  John seconded. 
 Discussion:   
 The town garage committee will review the E.F. Wall contract then ask Paul 
Gillies to review the contract before Rae signs it. 
 The town garage committee will meet again on 7/14/08. 
Vote:  John, Paula and Stephanie approved. Rae abstained from voteing. Don was not 
present for this discussion. 
 
Hoover Austin and Doug Reed were recognized for all their hard work to get this project 
to this point.   
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Unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 Stone from Moretown Landfill for road projects – Stephanie reported of two 
highway projects planned for this year.  One on Moretown Mountain Road and one on 
Lover’s Lane, both of which will use stone donated by the Moretown Landfill.  Steph 
said Tom Badowski currently has stone the size of rip rap that he needs to remove from 
the landfill site.  Craig is trying to find trucks to move the stone to the site on Lover’s 
Lane that needs repair. It is unclear at this time how much stone the town will receive this 
year from the landfill.  
 Rae will call Tom and talk with him about specs for stone products that the town 
needs and ask about crushing costs. 
 
 Old checks found – Amy said she has called the State of Vermont to find out 
whether or not the checks found can be deposited.  She said the checks total under $100. 
 
 Dog complaints – Raymond Munn reported that the dogs on Cobb Hill may be 
loose again. 
 Paula said she hasn’t heard from the neighbor that alerted her before so she hopes 
that is not the case. 
 
 Noisy Motorcycles – Stephanie said she called Washington County Sheriff’s 
Department about loud motorcycles.  They told her it is very hard to tell if a motorcycle 
has been modified or stock.   
 Raymond said he will be meeting with one of the deputies soon, they will discuss 
the topic. 
 
7:00 Quarry / Landfill discussion 
 
 A statement prepared by Ron Shems, from the Selectboard regarding the proposed 
Rivers Quarry, was read aloud and will be part of tonight’s minutes.  After the statement 
was read a half hour session was opened for public comment.  Some of the comments 
were: 
 

• Katie Jonas said she supports the DRB decision and the town bylaws 
• Clark Amadon likes it that the DRB decision is being upheld 
• John Gallagher congratulated the Selectboard on their efforts to support 

the decision of the DRB, Town Plan and Zoning Regulations 
7:10 Don arrived 
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Unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 

• Ray Munn said he saw a letter denying the town’s appeal regarding the 
25% grade motion.  He said other development on the same corridor has 
been approved by town boards and thinks all landowners should be treated 
the same.  Ray said he recently saw Moretown dump trucks hauling stone 
and using their motor brakes, past the Brook Street School in Barre.  Ray 
said he does not understand why we should haul by one school and not 
another. 

• Gene Kazlow said the quarry negatively impacts so many neighbors and 
the town.  Once all evidence has been submitted the judge could further 
evaluate the town motion, but at this time there was not enough evidence 
for a decision.  

• Vee Lynch said she is here to support the Selectboard 
• Ruth VanHeuven said she appreciates all the work the Board does.  She 

asked all to take note how many are here tonight to support the Boards 
decision.  

• Art Hendrickson said if the quarry is ever approved, it will negatively 
impact our way of life. 

• Denise Sanders said she hopes the town feels the support. 
• Ben Sanders read aloud a statement.  The letter will be included in 

tonight’s minutes. 
• Karen Horn said as a newly appointed member of the Schoolboard, she is 

aware of the traffic concerns. 
• Tom Allen said he supports the Selectboard supporting the Zoning 

Ordinance, the Town Plan that have been approved by the town people 
and that he will continue to support the town boards. 

• Neal Ferenc said it was not an arbitrary decision of the Selectboard to 
support the decision of the DRB. He said there is nothing to support the 
allegations that the actions of the Selectboard have been done without 
integrity and without facts, the conflict of interest suggestions should not 
be raised.  Neal supports the Selectboard. 

• Carl Wimble asked what the purpose of tonight’s forum?  He said he finds 
it interesting that his number of people showed tonight.  He thinks the 
town is wasting a significant amount of money fighting this quarry issue 
and the court denial of the 25% grade issue is the most recent example of 
waiting the town’s money. Carl said it is time the town gets out of funding 
this appeal and bows out of the process. 

   
John Hoogenboom said in answer to Carl’s question about why we allowed this 

time tonight - we had this item on the agenda tonight so everyone had a chance to speak 
and ask questions about the town’s stand on the appeal. 

 
• Bob McMullin said the Selectboard speaks for the town and the people of 

the town – he thanks the Selectboard for the support. 
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Unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 

• Jack Byrne said he appreciates the Selectboard’s willing to uphold the 
decision of the DRB. 

• Scott Sainsbury said he feels we have good government and thinks our 
town boards support the town laws. 

• Jackie Sainsbury said she appreciates the town’s support. 
• Hoover Austin names several quarries near other cities with no apparent 

property value loss or issues.  He said we need the rock – many will never 
see the quarry – why are we spending money.  He thinks we should try to 
work out an agreement in an open meeting just like we are now. 

• Ben Sanders said we have tried to work this out in mediation, we have 
made generous money offers – both to no avail.   

 
John H. suggested contacting our legislators about how the act 250 process works and 
how with the current regulations, expensive the appeal process is. 
 
Additional Public Comment: 
 
 Steve Sharp/Planning Commission – Steve said the Central Vermont  Regional 
Planning Commission (CVRPC) Transportation Technical Advisory Committee has had 
basically zero representation from Moretown for a number of years. Steve said he is 
willing to represent Moretown and Don LaRocca is willing to be an alternate on the  
Committee.  He said it is critical if Moretown wants a say in transportation needs. 
 Don moved to appoint Steve Sharp Moretown Representative and Don LaRocca 
as Alternate, on the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission Transportation 
Technical Advisory Committee.  Stephanie seconded.  All were in favor. 
 The board thanked both Steve and Don for their interest to help out on this 
committee. 
 
School Directors re: List of repairs needed 
  
 Together the Schoolboard (and Roberta & Greg Wagner) have come up with a list 
of 16 items they feel need to be address at Moretown Elementary.  Board members John 
Schmeltzer and Jay Pilliod came tonight to provide the Selectboard with the list.  John S. 
said the list has been prioritized with a new roof on the original building (5-6 classrooms) 
at the top of the list.  Jay said all the roofs are leaking. The estimated cost to replace the 
roof could be well in excess of $200,000.  The first thing that will be done is to hire 
someone to do an assessment of what is needed for repairs/snow load etc., get a cost for 
options to repair or replace the roof and then decide how to pay for the work.  
 John S. said everything on this list needs to get done at some point and we need to 
figure out how to pay for it.  John S. asked the Selectboard if they have thought about 
how they plan to use the money from the deeryard mitigation (around $45,000) and if it 
might be possible to use some of the town’s share of the money to help pay for some of 
this work. 
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Unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 
 The Schoolboard has already approved to go ahead for # 4 (hire ann engineer to 
assess snow load capacity on the roof) and #5 (new roof for the septic house) on the list 
leaving a cost of around $247,000 for the remaining fourteen items not including #1 a 
new roof.  
 John S. said the Schoolboard is letting the Selectboard know this is out there and 
would like the Selectboard to consider using some of the deeryard money for some of this 
work. John S. said the Schoolboard is committed to use their share of the deeryard money 
for the good of the children. They consider all these items good use of the money but 
most surely they will have to Bond if they need a new roof. 
 Don said the Selectboard has made no decision about how the money will be 
used. He said the playground/recreation committee has suggested improvements that the 
Selectboard are thinking about and the sidewalk committee is also investigating a grant 
for new sidewalks in the village but we need would have to pay for a portion of the work.   
 The Selectboard will discuss the use of the deeryard money at their next meeting, 
then would invite the Schoolboard to a later meeting to further discuss cost of the repairs 
by that time possibly a study of the roof will have been done so they have a better cost for 
whatever is needed.        
 Stephanie said the town is working on a Capital Budget which will address 
putting money aside for town building maintenance so we have money to maintain our  
buildings and not get into the situation where we have huge expenses all at once like to 
have now. She said this list looks like a good start for a Capital Budget for the school.  
Stephanie said maybe we should open up discussion to the voters about how they would 
like the deeryard money spent possibly have a pre-Primary meeting.  A survey or 
questionnaire was suggested. 
 Paula thinks town’s share of the deeryard money could be spent on sidewalks for 
the children and residents, where the Schoolboard is more limited because they need 
voter approval. 
 The Schoolboard is scheduled to come back at 7:30 p.m. on August 4th. 
 
Eliza Walker – Vermont Land Trust re: Town support for a new working farm in 
the area 
 
 Liza said there is a possibility that the 102 acre Bruce Farm may enter into a 
conservation agreement with Vermont Land Trust.  She said the Bruce’s are looking at an 
easement that would bring along grants to help offset the cost of the purchasing the 
property from the Bruce’s, to the new owners who want to farm the land for a new source 
of locally grown vegetables, poultry and beef. Local fund raising will be done to raise 
about $50,000 to help offset the cost of the purchase.  Liza said a contribution to this 
community project from the deeryard money would be welcome.  Liza requested the 
Selectboard to write a letter of support for the new farm project.  She will supply a 
sample letter for the board to modal. 
 John moved to write a letter of support from the Selectboard.  Paula seconded.  
All were in favor. 
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Unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 
OLD BUSINESS; 
 
 Sidewalk committee – Sarah Zschau and Dennis Fekert of the sidewalk 
committee have been investigating applying for an Enhancement Grant which would 
fund 80% of the cost for new sidewalks in the village to a maximum of $300,000. Fifty 
percent of the 20% remaining town share can be used for in kind services (work done 
volunteers etc). Dennis said he is not adept at writing grants but he will make the attempt 
but in order to do so, the sidewalk committee needs to be formally recognized by the 
Town.   
 John moved to form a sidewalk committee. Don seconded. All were in favor. 
 Don moved to appoint Dennis Fekert and Sarah Zschau to head the sidewalk 
committee and Paula Mastroberardino to represent the Selectboard on the committee.  
John seconded. 
 Discussion:   
 Eugene Grandfield has in the past has suggested there might be an affordable way 
to build sidewalks in the Village.  Sarah said she spoke with Eugene, invited him to one 
of the committee meetings (which several people attended) but Eugene did not come.  
Sarah will talk with Eugene again.  
 Now that the sidewalk committee has been formally established, committee 
members may work amongst themselves to appoint a chairperson etc. 
 
 Route 2 bridge – Don attended a meeting in Waterbury earlier this evening to 
hear an update on the status of the Moretown/Middlesex Route 2 bridge.  Don said 
demolition starts tomorrow. Once the old bridge is down a temporary one-lane bridge 
will replace the old bridge with hopes the temporary bridge will be open by Labor Day. 
Don reported of mis - or unclear detour signage resulting in bicycles using I-89 between 
Middlesex and Waterbury.  Don said VTrans will put up new signs on Route 2 to prevent 
future confusion. 
 
  Craig Elwell’s mileage – Stephanie reported that Amy questioned whether or 
not, because Craig is on disability, she should pay Craig his mileage for the 3rd quarter. 
Stephanie said Craig can not work but she is sure he has been out checking roads after 
storms etc and thinks he should get his quarterly mileage check.  
 Paula thinks there should be something in Craig’s file for the time he has been out 
checking roads.  Stephanie said Craig has not submitted any time and therefore has been 
paid nothing from the town. 
 Stephanie moved to pay Craig his mileage for the third quarter of 2008.  Rae 
seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
 Town Hall Committee – meets again at 7:00 p.m. on July 14, 2008 at the town 
hall.  
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Unapproved minutes of the July 7, 2008 Selectboard meeting 
 

Selectboard work plan: 
 
  Audit – Paula said the auditors from Sullivan, Powers were here last week 
and according to Fred Duplessis, things are progressing as planned. 
  Computer update – Paula reported meeting with computer users about 
their computer needs, problems, and how to process computer/software problems.  Paula 
said calls will come to her first because she is “free” to see if she can fix the problem 
without calling Michael Ketchell who charges $75 hour for his professional services. 
Paula said when she spoke with David Deutl about our computer needs, she was under 
the impression that we ordered a secure server, what we got was a limited secure work 
station, not a server.  She said computer availability in this office is tight. If we purchased 
a server (which will not have a keyboard or monitor) we could have the computer 
currently being used as a server as another workstation.  Paula will follow-up on how the 
computer use has been working over the last couple of weeks. 
  Ancient Roads lookup – Tom Allen and Ellie Hilferty are to be working 
on gathering information for Paul Gillies to work with to organize and preserve the 
information in a book.  Rae will call Tom and see how they are progressing.  Stephanie 
needs attorney costs to date to supply for a progress report for the grant.  She will talk 
with Amy about getting last years invoices when Paul Gillies came in to talk about the 
Ancient Roads lookup process. 
  Budget report – Stephanie reviewed the budget report supplied by Amy, 
of budget standings as of 4/30/08.  She said she called Amy with a couple of questions 
she had about line items that involved Town Meeting articles.  Stephanie said she will 
talk with Amy again about removing items such as payment for the grader, from the 
budget. 
  Moretown Energy Group (MEG)  - reported there will be a meeting July 
9th from 6 – 9 p.m. at the Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce in Berlin of the 
Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission and the Vermont Energy and Climate  
Network. 
  Personnel Policy – Stephanie said according to the VLCT legal 
department who reviewed the personnel policy draft, she need to state what hours 
employees are scheduled to work.  She find that difficult as the road crew and Cheryl 
work a certain number of hours but do not/can not always work set hours because of 
snow storm, special meetings etc.  She will continue to work on how this suggestion 
should be handled. 
  Employee insurance – John will report at the August 18th Selectboard 
meeting, options for the Board to consider for insurance for employees.  The Board will 
look at the options and then meet with employees before changes are made to the current 
insurance package. 
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  Survey of road width of town highway intersections – Rae would like to set a 
date to look at various intersections in town to see how far out of the town’s right of way 
we are and to discuss what we need to do to get intersections back within the right of 
way.   
 Rae and John decided they would meet with Craig individually and split the road 
survey.  
   
  
Warrants were reviewed – An invoice from David Deutl for $923.50 was reviewed and 
found that $862.50 worth of labor was charged to the town for network/server installation 
and services as per Board approval.  Minutes of 4/7/08 include a motion not to exceed 
$500 for David to do the work, as was agreed by David at the Selectboard meeting that 
evening.    The invoice was reduced by $362.50 and warrant #46 was reduced by that 
amount.   
 
Overload permit – for Grandfield Masonery was approved. 
 
Reports & Communication, Mail 
 
 Agency of Natural Resources – notice of gravel and sediment removal from the 
Moretown generating plant on Route 100B. 
 
 Vermont Public Service Board – ANR will be available for a technical hearing at 
any time on 7/8-7/10, 7/15, 7/17, and 7/18. 
 
 
Stephanie moved to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.  Don seconded.  All were in favor. 
     
 
 
 
 
 

    
      
 
  


