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Town of Moretown 
Offi ce of the SELECTBOARD 

 
Notice of unapproved minutes of the September  4, 2007 Selectboard meeting 
 
Members present:  Stephanie Venema, Rae Washburn III, John Hoogenboom, Paula 
Mastroberardino arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Members absent:  Don Wexler 
 
Guests:  Erin Post – The Valley Reporter, Deborah Feldman-Zoning Administrator, Craig 
Eilers-Delinquent Tax Collector, Hoover Austin, Tom Badowski-Moretown Landfill Inc 
(MLI) 
 
John called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Craig Eilers Ð came in to update the Selectboard about the status of delinquent tax 
collections and to talk about collecting delinquent taxes and tax sale procedures.   
 Craig said a number of the delinquent taxpayers are on a payment structure that is 
working well but there are a few individuals who are not responding to any of his letters 
and will most likely in time, be approached about the sale of their property for taxes.  
Overall Craig is happy with the progress made this year but thinks it might be time to 
start sale proceedings for those that are not attempting to get caught up on their old taxes.  
In November or December after the delinquent taxes are listed, Craig will send another 
letter to all delinquent taxpayers with a special note those who have not responded to his 
prior letter, of his plans to move forward with tax sales.   
 
MINUTES: 
 
 8/6/07 Ð Stephanie moved to approve the minutes of 8/6/07 as written.  Rae 
seconded.   
 Discussion – McNaulty health issue Ð Stephanie reported talking with Dick 
Valentinetti about the new owners of the McNaulty property, occupying the residence.  
Dick said he is going to approve the occupancy and will put his decision in writing. 
 
 Dog Complaint Ð David VanDeusen notified the Board that he has talked to the 
individuals involved and he thinks the problem has been solved.  Stephanie mentioned 
that when she drove by, she noticed trash at the same residence of the complaint last year. 
 
 Craig ElwellÕs mileage payment er ror  Ð the 8/6 minutes reflect that Craig was 
paid twice for his mileage, both being included in his payroll check.  Stephanie reported 
speaking with Craig about it and reported - in the re-pay process, Craig feels he was 
shorted about $50 which he thinks is because the mileage was included with his payroll 
triggering more than normal deductions. 
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Stephanie said Craig spoke with Susan and that he is not satisfied with her explanation of 
fixing the underpayment and indicated to Stephanie that he isn’t in favor of having his 
mileage lumped into his weekly payroll again. 
 John questioned whether or not mileage reimbursement was eligible for 
retirement deductions.  
 Discussion continued about why the mileage was handled through the payroll 
system, lumping the amount with his salary triggering additional deductions.  Was it a 
recommendation from Sullivan, Powers if so, was it entered into the payroll system 
correctly.  
 Stephanie will talk with Susan before adjustments are made to Craig’s pay. 
 
Vote:  All were in favor.  Paula was not present for the discussion or the vote. 
 
  8/13/07 Ð Rae moved to approve the minutes of 8/13/07 as written.  Stephanie 
seconded.   
 Discussion – Stephanie will provide a handout later tonight outlining the Sullivan, 
Powers recommendations.  
 
Vote:  All were in favor. 
 
8/20/07 Ð minutes approval defer red unti l later  when Paula arr ives 
 
Town Clerk/Tr easurer  Business: 
 

Warrants Ð were reviewed for approval.  Upon review of warrant #63 the Board 
questioned why Susan showed 70 hours as her regular hours for two week (35 hrs 
per week), plus 6.25 hours worked for the re-vote on the backup for the warrant. 
The Board doesn’t recall seeing a worksheet breaking down her hours before.  
Discussion followed that Short Term Disability (STD) benefit guidelines state – 

permanent year round town employees working at least 40 hours per week are eligible for 
the benefit.   

The Board will ask Susan to clarify the worksheet on 9/17/07 when addressing the 
personnel policy.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 MLI  Purchase & Sale Agreement Ð Paul Gillies reviewed the documents and 
approved them as being ready for the Board(s) to sign.   
 Tom provided five original copies for Selectboard signatures. He will then take 
the originals for the Schoolboard to sign and return signed originals to the Town. 
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 Paula moved that the Town sign the Purchase and Sales Agreement between 
Moretown Landfill Inc and the Town of Moretown as presented.  John seconded.  All 
were in favor. 
 John moved that Paula sign the Purchase and Sales Agreement for the Town 
Selectboard. Rae seconded.  All were in favor. 
 Tom will contact John Schmeltzer for an appointment with the Schoolboard for 
their signatures. Tom left a check for $10,125.00, the contract deposit, which will be held 
from depositing until the Schoolboard signs the document which will formally execute 
the contract. 
 
 Firestation roof repair  Ð Kelly Kindestin advised the Town that VLCT will pay 
$4,200, the cost estimate for repairing the roof, toward the $10,500 to install a new 
standing seam roof on the firestation.  Cheryl will provide Kelly with a copy of the 
$4,200 repair estimate and the $10,500 quote to install new standing seam roofing. 
 Discussion followed that the $10,500 from Iron Horse Standing Seam Roofing 
covers snow guards along the sidewalk (Nelson) side and not the DiCarlo side.  Are they 
needed along the DiCarlo side to protect the newly planted trees?  If so, how much would 
they cost?   Color selections for the roofing were reviewed. 
 Stephanie moved to allow Paula to choose the roofing color.  Rae seconded.  All 
were in favor. 
 John moved to approve the estimate from Iron Horse Standing Seam Roofing, in 
the amount of $10,500, to install standing seam roofing on the fire station, plus the 
additional costs to install snow guards on the DiCarlo side of the roof if needed. Rae 
seconded.  
 Discussion - Paula will call Iron Horse roofing and ask if they think snow guards 
are needed on the DiCarlo side and if so how much they would cost. She will also find 
out when they can do the roof installation.     
 
Vote- All were in favor. 
 
 Town Garage renovation request for  proposal Ð Tom Badowski asked if the 
MLI site is still being considered for a town garage?  He was told the idea is still open. 
 
 On other notes:  Renewable energy - Tom said MLI is proceeding with an energy 
recovery facility and investigations with the State of Vermont for using the methane 
currently being burned, to generate electricity.  He will keep the Board posted during the 
process. 
   Cell IV Ð development via the burrow area, MLI will be donating 
at least 5,000 cu yd of stone to the town.  Most likely that will be next year now.   
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More on the town garage later  when Hoover  is present 
 
 E911 Coordinator Ð Deb Feldman came in to let the Board know that she met 
with George Moulton and Randy Grandfield earlier tonight about who will be the new 
911 Coordinator when George retires in December.  She said Eric Howes is interested in 
being the Coordinator, but he was unable to attend the meeting. 
 Deb said she wasn’t aware until tonight that the E911 Coordinator gets direction 
from an E911 Coordinator based in Montpelier.   
 Deb reviewed the steps taken by the coordinator to get a new residence on the 911 
list.  She said George told her it takes 4-5 hours to complete each 911 address request.  
She said being a new Zoning Administrator and still learning the steps, she doesn’t feel 
comfortable taking on the E911 Coordinator job at this time but she wouldn’t mind being 
a backup.  She will meet with George, Eric and Randy again, and get back with the Board 
with the results after the meeting.   
 Deborah invited the Board to email her with any questions before she meets again 
with George.  Deborah added that it was her impression that Eric would like to be the 
E911 Coordinator but she will keep the Board informed.   
 
 Zoning Administr atorÕs pay Ð Susan left a memo to the Board questioning that 
Deborah’s pay for 7 months work is really pay for 12 months based on the town budget? 
Susan’s memo also states that based on this information, next year the Zoning 
Administrators (ZA) pay would be taking a pay cut at $17,500 when Deb was paid 
$15,000 for 7 months work.  
 The Board realizes that Susan was not present during interview negotiations and  
to the fact that Sheila actually donated (the amount Susan is questioning) a portion of her 
2007 pay so that Deborah would receive a salary for her time training until she actually 
started being the ZA full-time in June.  Sheila Getzinger provided Susan with a break-
down of Deborah’s pay schedule earlier this year which explained the 2007 ZA salary.   

Paula wrote an explanation for Susan on the memo that she provided the Board       
letting Susan know that Deborah’s 2007 pay is correct and not just for 7 months and the 
2008 ZA pay will be discussed during budget preparations. 
 
More on Town Garage Ð Hoover  Austin said he was on the firestation committee when 
the town garage investigations were going on so he had a chance to listen the needs of the 
highway department and the town.  He is of the opinion that the town garage needs to 
stay where it is.   
 Hoover said he thinks it makes sense to build a facility large enough for the men 
to do their work and store their tools/equipment and have a warm building with a septic 
and built within a budget of what the town wants to spend at the current location.  Then 
build a secondary utility building on the opposite side of the road (where the sand pile is 
now) to accommodate the loader, grader etc.  He said, that building could be used as a 
buffer by having the doors on the river side of the building and be built large enough for 
future expansion. 
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 Things to consider: 

¥ Holly Ward owns the property.  What does the deed state? Who 
would handle the negotiations with Holly Ward. 

¥ A storage tank may have to be used for septic purposes. 
¥ The sand pile would have to be moved to accommodate a 

building. 
¥ A new building should fit the aesthetics of the Village District. 
¥ Use some local help for designing the building to help offset 

costs. 
¥ A three or four person committee to answer some of the 

questions. 
¥ Craig Elwell must be involved with building design etc. 
¥ Communication with the neighbors in the area is encouraged. 

 
Hoover would be happy to help form a committee and said he would like to talk with 
Doug Reed about helping out with building design and highway needs. He would talk 
with the neighbors around the garage area to find out their concerns and what they would 
like to see and find out again what Craig’s needs are. 
 The Board approved Rae as liaison for the Board, Hoover, Craig and Doug Reed 
as a committee to work on site/building(s) design.  Hoover will talk with Doug Reed. 
 
 Snowplowing sidewalks/mowing town and school proper ty Ð Paula reported 
that Meriden has indicated that he will continue to snowplow the sidewalks and mow the 
town/school property if he were to receive and higher rate of pay for doing the work.  She 
said Meriden does such a fine job and thinks he really would like to continue doing the 
work. 
 Discussion regarding how Meriden would be classified  -  contractor or employee.  
Since Meriden uses town equipment, he would be classified as a temporary employee.  In 
May of 2006 the Board agreed to pay Meriden $12.75 to do highway work.  Meriden has 
been receiving just over $10.00 per hour to snowblow the sidewalks and mow the grass. 
 John will call Meriden and ask him if he would be interested in doing the work for 
a higher rate of pay and ask Meriden what rate he would be happy with.  John will invite 
Meriden to attend the October 1st Selectboard meeting if he is interested. 
 
More on SusanÕs memo Ð State Tax Pre-bate – Susan’s memo asks if the Selectboard 
agree with Paul Gillies that the public access to the tax pre-bate information should be 
limited.  The Board agrees that the information should be kept a confidential as possible. 
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More MINUTES: 
 
 8/20/07 Ð Paula moved to approve the minutes of 8/20/07 as written.  Rae 
seconded. 
 Discussion – Sullivan Powers work - Paula will call Sullivan, Powers about salary 
interpretations for various positions and when Michelle comes in to do her work, whether 
she will start as of January or April 2007. 
 New fire truck – Eric will be coming in with a proposal for a new van soon. 
 Tax rate / Transfer of funds– during the work to set the tax rate, there was 
discussion about $80,000 being withdrawn from the Moretown Landfill account by Susan 
to pay town expenses.                      
            Paula reported that no monies should be transferred from the MLI account 
without the approval of the Selectboard.  
 John will tell Susan that going forward no money is to be transferred from the 
Moretown Landfill bank account without prior approval from the Selectboard.  
 
Vote:  All were in favor.   
 
 Town tr uck winter  storage Ð Stephanie hasn’t heard from the Duxbury 
Selectboard regarding their decision on whether Moretown’s truck can be stored at their 
town garage again this year.  Further discussion was tabled until 9/17/07.  
 
 1996 Memo re: tr easurer  processing warrant/orders Ð discussion tabled until 
9/17/07 
 
 Ancient Roads Ð Paula reported that Michelle Lavoie who has been doing para-
legal work for some time, would be thrilled to help out the town with the ancient road 
search.  Michelle will come into the 9/17/07 meeting when Paul Gillies is present. 
 Paula will call the volunteers who signed up at Town Meeting to help with the 
look-up and let them know of the meeting with Paul. 
 
 Town Hall renovation project -  An email from Keefe & Wesner Architects.  
They expect to have drawings to approximately 75% complete stage in a couple of weeks 
and ready for the town to review and to update the budget.  Tom’s email asks a couple of 
questions. 
 

1. Q – Roof - does the town know or have records of what the roofing 
material is, who did the work and when the work was done?   

A - The Board recalls that the roof work was done at least 8 years 
ago and will search the records. 
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2. Q – Kitchen work – the kitchen will be re-arranged. Upper cabinets 
added along the wall next to the stove and over the two counters next to 
the door. The floor is in rough shape, does the town want new flooring in 
all of the lower level and if so what is the town’s preference? 

A – The Board will rely on Tom’s recommendations to replace the 
flooring if needed. 

 
 Paula will talk with Don Wexler about replying to Tom’s questions and ask Tom 
if he would be available to come to the 9/17/07 Selectboard meeting at 8:00 p.m. A 
special note will be made to tell Tom that the stove needs a wide doorway to be removed. 
The Historical Society will be contacted to see if they might be able to help out with 
answering some of Tom’s questions and to let them know of the 9/17 meeting.   
 
 Sullivan, Powers Co. recommendations Ð Stephanie supplied the Board with an 
outline of the recommendations along with comments and status of each item. Further 
discussion tabled until 9/17/07.  
 
 Road business Ð River  Road project update Ð DuBois has finished what work 
they can do until all of the utility lines are moved and the poles have been removed. 
Green Mountain Power and Comcast have moved their lines – all that are left are 
Verizon. 
 Stephanie will call Verizon tomorrow and ask their schedule for moving their 
lines and removing the old poles.   
 Stephanie reported that Craig thinks the culvert by one residence need to be 
extended.  Rae agrees and will notify DuBois. 
   Class IV road maintenance Ð Craig has received many requests 
from Class IV road residents for road maintenance and would like guidelines reiterated. 
 The Board stresses that Class IV roads are historically and will remain maintained 
once per year.  Craig will treat the degree of yearly maintenance of Class IV roads on a 
case by case basis.   

Discussion followed about asking Craig in to review each Class IV road issue. 
Stephanie said she would meet with Craig and do a breakdown of issues for each road. 

  July road work Ð Stephanie provided a report of road 
material/labor costs for work on all town roads in July.    

 
 
Tr ee on Butternut Hill Ð A butternut tree that could fall on a home should be cut 

according to Craig.  Cost to take the tree down would be $800. 
 Discussion followed about the $800 being excessive for taking down the 

tree and why the highway crew can remove the tree themselves. 
 John will talk with Craig about why he doesn’t want to cut the tree down 

himself. 
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 Charter /Welcome sign Ð discussion tabled until 9/17/07 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 Buttolph peti tion for road layout Ð The advise from Paul Gillies states notice by 
certified mail must be given each person who has a legal interest in property being 
affected by Buttolph’s petition requesting the Selectboard to lay out a road for the 
purpose of logging his property.  Paul’s memo also states a site inspection, a hearing and 
a written decision are also necessary for this process. 
 The Board has additional questions about the process they would like to ask Paul.  
Paula will call Paul and ask for clarification about what the Board needs to do or if they 
can postpone taking action on the petition until after 9/17.  Further discussion tabled until 
9/17/07.     
 
 2007 Bridge report Ð The report states that three bridges in town need work. 
The Munn Bridge needs extensive cleaning and painting and two bridges over Cox Brook 
need rail work.  Craig will inspect the two Cox Brook bridge rails and the Board will talk 
about sending out bids for the Munn Bridge repairs.  All bridge repairs are eligible for 
90% funding through the Agency of Transportation Structure grant program.  The other 
10% of the repair costs would be paid from the Bridge & Culvert Fund that is replenished 
from time to time through Town Meeting articles.  Further discussion tabled until 
9/17/07.  
 
 Request for  temporary br idge for logging Ð Scott Moreau, Forester for 
Montgomery Lumber the new landowner of the Lathrop property off legal trail Blodgett’s 
Road, stated his intent to put a temporary bridge over the Cox Brook on Blodgett’s Road. 
Mr. Moreau was advised to contact the Selectboard for permission to place the bridge on 
a public road and did in fact contacted Paula.  Paula advised Mr. Moreau that a zoning 
permit might be needed for the structure and that he should contact the Zoning 
Administrator.  Paula has since learned that a zoning permit is not needed for the 
temporary bridge but a person does need to request permission from the Selectboard to 
place the bridge in the town right of way. 
 There is also some question of fill being placed in the town right of way by Calvin 
Blodgett over the last year or so, also without the permission of the town. 
 The Selectboard will schedule a meeting at the site for Friday, September 07, 
2007, to continue discussions with the Forester and to look at the fill situation. 
 
 Guardrails at the newly installed br idge on Howes Road Ð the question has 
been raised about the need for guardrail at the Howes/Butternut Hill new culvert location. 
 Discussion followed about ditches looking steeper than they actually are because 
all the vegetation has been removed.   
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 Stephanie said the project is already over budget by $1000 because a new culvert 
had to be installed. Cost for the guardrails would be between $1200 - $1500 and wonders 
if the Board determines guardrails are needed for safety, if they could wait until next year 
when they can be budgeted.  Stephanie will talk with Craig about the idea and she would 
also like to hear what Duane Howes has to say about placing guardrails at the location.  
Stephanie will take a look at the area before the next meeting. Further discussion was 
tabled. 
 
 Tr ees in fr ont of the town office Ð John would like to remove the two dead trees 
in front of the window of the town office building and replace them with a hardy 
flowering plant.  Before they are removed, John will talk with Susan about it. 
 
 Snowplowing and Fuel Bids Ð Craig suggested either clarifying that a town truck 
will have a place to turn around at the end of Dickerson Road or place the road on the 
contract plowing list.  Craig said last year, Chris Gray had to back all the way out the 
road because he was unable to turn around.  

Discussion followed about making a turn around in the field so the town trucks 
could turn around without hurting the Wexler lawn and to eliminate the possibility of a 
truck having to back out of the road.  The Board will speak with Don about building a 
turn-around in his field for the town trucks to safely turn around. Dickerson Road was not 
added to the contract plowing bid form. 

Fuel bids will gotten verbally again this year and plow bids will be sent out next 
week to be opened at a board meeting in October.  

 
Pre-Disaster  Mitigation Plan Ð The Planning Commission in conjunction with 

CVRPC has created a Disaster Plan for Moretown which will help clarify steps during a 
disaster and also make certain FEMA grants available to Moretown. 

John moved to allow Paula to sign the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan as approved 
as it was submitted by the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission.  All were in 
favor.   
 
 
 
REPORTS & COMMUNICATION, MAIL 
 
 DRB appointment Ð Jim OÕNeill Ð A letter from Jim O’Neill expressing his 
interest in filling the vacancy on the DRB.  Jim has helped the DRB over the last year or 
so, hearing several applications.   
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 Discussion regarding having Jim come in and talk with the Selectboard or 
announcing the position as available.  Since the vacancy has been available for quite 
some time and a sign-up sheet was out at pre-town meeting with no response and the fact 
that Jim is currently an alternate for the DRB, the Board decided that alternates should 
have the first choice to become members. 
 John moved to appoint Jim O’Neill as a member to the Development Review 
Board for a three-year term beginning today.  Stephanie seconded. All were in favor. 
 
 Bulletin Board vandalized Ð Report that the Bulletin Board just placed at the 
town line on Jones Brook, has had the glass broken from it, apparently several times as 
the damage seems to increase day to day. 
 Cheryl will call Washington County Sheriff’s Department and ask that they 
investigate the damage and possibly talk with residents around the area to see if they have 
seen anything.   
 
 Tr uck tr avel dur ing school bus hours Ð Report of a JT Hayward trucks 
traveling on the Jones Brook Road during school bus hours.  Apparently the trucks are 
hauling product from Ciampi’s gravel pit.  The overload permit file was checked and no 
permit was found for Hayward.   
 Rae will talk with the truckers tomorrow morning about the restriction of no 
trucking during school bus hours and about the need for an overload permit. 
 
An over load permit was signed for Paul Tucker . 
 
Paula moved to adjourn at 11:00 p.m.  John seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
     
 
 
   
   
 

 
 
 
   
 
        


